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Special Library Board Minutes 

Thursday, June 18, 2009 

  

The meeting was called to order Barbara Deters, Board President, at 7pm.  Also present:  M. Tyree, J. Aynesworth, P. Geidel, and K. Engelbrecht.  Excused:  M. Burdge. 
Newly appointed board members introduced themselves:  Richard Lindbeck, representing the Common Council, stated that he has lived in West Bend since 1973 and is a retired State Patrol Officer.  Doug Rakowski has lived in West Bend since 1971.  Judith Schaar has lived in West Bend since 1978.  James Fowler has been a West Bend resident since 1990. 

  

New Business:  Discussion and action regarding hiring outside library counsel.  

  

A motion was made by P. Geidel to hire outside library counsel, and seconded by J. Aynesworth.  Discussion followed.  B. Deters gave a brief history of the events leading up to the request.  She stated that there have been 4 separate open records requests since the book controversy began in Feb. of '09.  Questions have surfaced regarding interpreting open meeting laws and open records requests that the board would like clarified by outside counsel.  Specifically what are Board Members' First Amendment Rights, and what documents are board members expected to turn over during an records request?  The open records requests were for "library staff members", and the City Attorney says she feels library board members fall into that category.  P. Geidel consulted with DPI and the Trustee Essential Handbook.  Both state that library staff are paid employees.  Library Board members are unpaid community volunteers.  

Also of concern is that Board members do not have library or city e-mail accounts.  Therefore, upon receiving open records requests, board members must turn over e-mail from their personal home computers.  When the City Attorney, M. Schanning, was asked about providing board members with city or library e-mail accounts, B. Deters was told that the city has no legal obligation to provide this service to library board members.   
B. Deters then requested board approval to consult with Robert Feind, an attorney in Grafton, WI, who specializes in Municipal Law.  B. Deters asked the Board to approve funding for a consultation that would likely cost around $250.00/hr.  She anticipates a one hour, one time meeting with Attorney Feind.  Payment for services would come from library board money, not city money.  The meeting would be an information gathering meeting only, and Barbara would report the results of the meeting to Board members at the next regularly scheduled library board meeting on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009.  

R. Lindbeck questioned if the Attorney General from the State Dept. of Justice could provide assistance in this matter.  B. Deters stated this matter needed to be acted on in a timely matter.  

B. Deters then called for a vote.  The vote was 8-0 in favor of hiring outside library counsel. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:28pm with a motion by D. Rakowski, seconded by R. Lindbeck. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathryn Engelbrecht, Board Secretary 

  



