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Read

‘i‘:“*v inally, someone is doing something to
— save and protect our wayward youth.

L For too long, we have pretended that it
was drugs, peer pressure and involvement in
petty crimes and gangs that corrupted our
young people. We mistakenly have con-
demned mindless television, violent video
games and nihilistic music when, in fact, the
real enemy has been right there under our
reading glasses.

Yes, I am talking about
books. It is now clear that
they are responsible for ev-
erything wrong with today’s
society.

For too long, we have as-
sumed that encouraging
reading would make our
children better people, more
understanding of diversity,

Almost any  more aware of cultural and
book can ethnic differences and more
seem dirty if  intellectually enlightened.
you have a Butno longer.
g y I congratulate Jim and
ij ENougin  Ginny Maziarka, the vigilant
mind, And parents in West Bend who
appclrentlj/, have waged war to cleanse
pebp[e jn  their public library of all that
' is indecent and immoral.
. West Bend

They have selflessly spent
do. hours upon hours searching
out the filthiest phrases in
young people’s literature so
fhe phrases can be taken out of context.
_After all, if you cannot read about some-
thing, then it is easier to pretend it does not
exist. Like homosexuality or science.
Certainly, it is important to not allow our
12- to 18-year-olds to read anything about
puberty that is any heavier than a “Betty
and Vercnica” comic book. Children can
much better handle their jumbled emaotions
as they sexually mature by pretending they
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are still in kindergarten. All reading has
ever done is to put vile and sinful ideas into
their soft little heads. “Little Women,” in-
deed. “Little 5luts,” I say.

The Maziarkas’ crusade, which started in
February and has caused four members of
West Bend’s library board to be terminated,
has continued with heated debates between
the oppesing sides. Nothing brings out pas-
sion quite like perceived pornography.

Unfortunately, even though the Maziarkas
have come up with 82 questionable books
that need to be censored, I think they must
have missed quite a few. Indeed, almost any
book can seem dirty if you have a dirty
enough mind. And apparently, people in . -
West Bend do. Therefore, it would be better
to ban all books. By doing this, we can as-
sure that our children will stay as ignorant
as guppies and just as docile (although, we
hope, not as promiscuous).

Still, it must be confusing for the children,
in West Bend to watch adults fight over the
content of a bunch of silly books. Up until
now, libraries were the last place most kids
wanted to be seen entering. Now, with their
curiosity up, they actually might be tempted
to start reading. Soon, they may even devel-
op their own points of view. Or, God forbid,
empathy and tolerance for others.

Curiously, there once was a very suc-
cessful novel that was condemned for its
scathing portrait of small-town America. It

- was called “Peyton Place,” by Grace Met-

alious. Raised among tiny New Hampshire
burgs, she knew all the sordid secrets of her
morally hypocritical neighbors.

One wonders what the youth of West Bend
will say when they finally are allowed to
grow up. My guess is, if they write a book, it
undoubtedly will need to be banned there.

Joe Simon of Milwaukee is self-employed. E-mail
paljoeymw@yahoo.com
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